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Philanthropy is the culmination of  years 
of  relationship building and trust in an 
institution and its values. It is because 
of  these relationships that the Barton 
Foundation continues to make a substantial 
impact on the health of  our community. 
As always we are grateful to our many 
wonderful contributors for their generosity 
even in uncertain times.

As the new chairman, I am proud to say that 
the Barton Foundation is trying its best to keep in step with the needs of  
our community and in doing so we have made many changes this past 
year. Most importantly, we are increasing our emphasis on community 
outreach and providing for the health of  everyone in our community. 

In this inaugural issue of  Hearbeat, you’ll read about a community-wide 
event that we are planning not only to celebrate the holidays but to raise 
funds for the Barton Community Clinic which is, during this economic 
downturn, more important than ever and offers a much-needed service at 
a time when many in our community are hurting. You’ll also learn about 
our Spirit of  Philanthropy winners, Ron and Francie Alling and Ray 
Sidney, who have given so much of  themselves to make our community a 
healthier and more enjoyable place to live.

It is definitely a time of  change within our community and our world. 
And with change comes challenge – with your help, and continued 
philanthropy, we have an opportunity to do so much for so many and I 
look forward to the work ahead. 

Mike Riley 
Chairman, Board of  Trustees 
Barton Foundation

Chair man
A letter from the
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The Barton Foundation will be collaborating with the Parasol Tahoe 

Community Foundation, the Lake Tahoe Community College Foundation 

and the El Dorado Community Foundation to deliver a series of  seminars 

on financial and tax planning topics that are designed to appeal to people 

in all stages of  life. The first seminars in our series will be targeted at 

women and will be delivered in two sessions - Women’s Estate Planning, 

Basics - Wednesday, October 28 and Beyond Basics - Wednesday, 

November 4. If  you are interested in receiving information about these 

and other Planned Giving Seminars, contact Kindle Craig  

at 530-543-5612.

Planning for your

Future



Golf  Tour nament

The 6th annual Barton Foundation Wine Auction, held May 7 at 
Edgewood Tahoe, raised more than $30,000 for the Barton Foundation’s 
Community Health Endowment. This year’s event featured the 
beautifully balanced wines of  vintner Flora Springs and an action-packed 
auction led by the talents of  Tahoe’s own Nicholas Varzos. 

We are exceptionally grateful to everyone who supported this year’s event 
– especially in such tough financial times. Due to the generosity of  our 
guests, our sponsors, Edgewood Tahoe and Flora Springs we were able 
to yet again make this event “a year to remember.” No event would be 
possible without the time and dedication of  
our Wine Committee, chaired by John 
Cook, and the support of  many 
wonderful volunteers. Thank you!

The 15th annual Barton Foundation Golf  Tournament at Genoa Lakes 
held July 24th raised more than $40,000 to benefit the Community 
Health Endowment. The weather couldn’t have been more perfect for the 
best ball scramble format tournament which drew 125 golfers.

Morgan Murphy (daughter of  Barton’s own Michelle 
Murphy) not only won the woman’s longest drive contest but she helped her 
team to finish first with a score of  60. Also on the winning team were Kelly 
Fielder, Michelle Murphy, Chris Mann, and John Urrutia. Other prizes 
given away at the Tournament included: Closest to the Hole went to Jaime 
Aust (women) and Brian Ross (men). Longest Drive went to Wade Sturgeon 
(men).

A special thanks to our major 
sponsors Genoa Lakes Golf  
Club, Cardinale Way, Benefit 
Intelligence, Makeitright, 

Carter Kelly, Lincoln Financial, J&L Teamworks, and Northstar 
Financial Partners for their generous support. In addition, 
we would be remiss if  we didn’t thank our Golf  Committee, 

especially Dennis Cocking who was kind enough to 
be our Committee Chair, and all of  the volunteers 
that make this event such a great success.

Wine Auction
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John and Carrie Komes of  Flora Springs Winery 
& Vineyards (second & third from right) gather for 

a photo with friends.

Our first place team poses for a photo  
on the 10th Hole.

A great tee-shot... maybe one for the record books!

Did you know that almost all of the Barton 

Foundation’s Committees are open to the 

public? If you would like to get more 

involved in planning any of our events or 

activities throughout the year we 

would love to have you! Give us 
a call at 543-5614.

GetInvolved!Two thousand and nine
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The Holidays will be Even
he Barton Foundation is 
taking our traditional Santa 
Event and expanding it to 
become a 4-day holiday 
extravaganza! The first 
annual Lake Tahoe Festival 
of  Trees and Lights will take 

place December 3-6 at the Montbleu Casino 
Resort and Spa. 

If  you have ever 
been to a Festival 
of  Trees event - it 
is truly a sight 
to behold and if  

you haven’t now’s your chance. Our goal is to 
create a community-wide event where everyone 
can celebrate the holidays and have some fun. 
Best of  all, proceeds from this year’s Festival of  
Trees and Lights will directly benefit the Barton 
Community Clinic, providing family practice 
healthcare services to our community, especially 
for those patients without health insurance.

There truly is something for everyone to 
enjoy at the Festival of Trees and Lights: 
A Community Stage where guests can take a seat 
and be entertained by non-stop local talent from 
singers and dancers, to bands and other small 
acts;  a gift shop run by the Barton Auxiliary 
– complete with collectible commemorative 
ornaments, gifts, and, of  course, their  
world-famous cheeseballs; parents won’t want 
to miss an area just for the little ones which will 
feature face painting, cookie decorating, a place 
to post a letter to the North Pole, and a special 
cozy corner stage with its own entertainment 
schedule – from storytime to dressup; and no 
holiday event would be complete without a photo 
with the jolly old fellow himself  – so hop onto his 
lap and get a photo! 

Oh, and the trees – the wreaths – the 
décor – just wandering the 
Festival Floor will be a winter 
wonderland delight with 
designer-decorated trees, 
trees from local schools and 

non-profits... not to mention the mantel displays, 
and anything else you can imagine to make your 
holiday bright! Of  course it is all for sale – via live 
or silent auction and most things offer a “Buy it 
Now” price so, if  you’ve got to have it, you can!

But wait, there’s 
more! 
You surely won’t 
want to miss any 
one or all of  our four 
ticketed events meant 
to please everybody- 
from toddlers to 
hipsters. 

For the young at 
heart there are two 
truly incredible 
events in the works:

Take a ride 
on The Polar 
Express. Wear your 
favorite PJs, enjoy 
cocoa along the 
way (just like in the 
movie) and hear your 
favorite holiday story 
read at the Montbleu 
by a local dignitary. 
You will also enjoy a  
kid-friendly buffet and, of  course, get your first 
gift of  Christmas!

Bring your favorite pal to The Teddy 
Bear Breakfast! Put on your “Sunday Best,” 
grab your favorite doll or stuffed animal and 
enjoy a buffet breakfast even the pickiest eater 
will love - complete with peanut butter pizza, 
chicken fingers (for breakfast?) and, of  course, the 
traditional breakfast fare.  And to make the event 
feel super special, we’ll whisk your doll or animal 
away for a little holiday pampering. Watch out 
for the holiday characters to stop by your table for 
photos! 

T



For the adults, we have two events that you won’t 
want to miss;

Party with The Cheeseballs! This is one 
late night you won’t want to miss. First, dance 

the night away 
in the Montbleu 
Showroom with 
The Cheeseballs 
– the Bay Area’s 
number one 
party band. Not 
only is their 
name perfect 
for a Barton 
fundraising 
event, but they 
are so much 
fun! Afterward, 
head over to the 
Festival of  Trees 
and Lights in 
the Convention 
Center for a 
dessert buffet 
while you peruse 
the Festival 
Floor.

Enjoy Fine 
Dining and 

Philanthropy at Barton Foundation’s 
18th annual Gala.  This year Barton’s 
premiere fundraising event moves to its new 
holiday time and truly becomes a celebration 
of  Philanthropy with our first annual Spirit of  
Philanthropy Awards. Please join us for what 
is sure to be a sumptuous evening of  dinner, 
dancing and of  course a lively auction - all in 
an effort to raise funds for Barton Foundation’s 
Community Health Endowment.  

As you can see, there truly is something for 
everyone at the Festival of  Trees and Lights. We 
hope to see you there! 
 

If you would like to get involved, become 
a sponsor, decorate a tree or volunteer 
please give us a call at the Foundation 
Office 530-543-5612.

schedule of activities

Thursday, December 3
Polar Express ~ 4:30p.m. - 8:00p.m.

Friday, December 4
Senior Stroll ~ 9:00a.m. - 10:30a.m.
Public Viewing ~ 10:30a.m. - 5:00p.m.
Cheeseballs Concert ~ 7:00p.m. - 9:00p.m.
Dessert Buffet ~ 8:30p.m. - 11:00p.m.

Saturday, December 5
Teddy Bear Breakfast ~ 9:00a.m. - 11:00a.m.
Public Viewing ~ 9:00a.m. - 2:00p.m.
The Gala ~ 6:00p.m. - 11:30p.m.

Sunday, December 6
Public Viewing ~ 9:00a.m. - 4:00p.m.
Silent Auction Closure ~ 4:00p.m.

More Magical in Tahoe!

Visit us online!  
www.festivaloftreeslaketahoe.com



The Barton Foundation is excited to bestow our first ever Spirit of  Philanthropy Award on three very deserving 
Philanthropists – Ron and Francie Alling and Ray Sidney of  Big George Ventures. The award honors an 
outstanding individual, family, couple or Foundation who has demonstrated extraordinary dedication to the health 
of  the South Lake Tahoe community and who has demonstrated exceptional civic and charitable responsibility and 
inspired others to philanthropic achievement. 

Selections were made by the Barton Community Advisory Committee at their June meeting and will be presented at 
this year’s Gala, December 5, 2009. Congratulations!

In 2008, the Barton Foundation provided just over $300,000 to benefit various departments within Barton Health. 
The criterion we set for ourselves is to fund equipment and services that directly affect patient care. Below is a listing 
of  some of  the projects funded by the Barton Foundation.

Spir i t  of  Phi lanthropy

Giving in 2008

What was Funded Description

$20,000 Mammogram Screenings [Grant from Komen Foundation]

$45,000 Seven Defibrilators and Monitors

$5,000 Diabetes program in English and Spanish

$750 Chair for the Family Birthing Center’s Lactation Consultants

$4,000 Hospice Nurse Education

$5,875 Privacy Curtains for the ICU

$50,000 Three I-Stat point of  care devices for glucometer system

$18,000 Bladder scanner

$13,200 Two total lift chairs for Medical/Surgical and Orthopedics units

$42,000 Neoprobe Sentinel Node Unit – Used in Breast Cancer Surgery

$8,800 Chair Positioner for Shoulder Surgeries

$20,000 Miscellaneous Hospice Service Support
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The new Physical 
Therapy Center 
opened for 
business on July 
15 and it was 
certainly worth the wait. Check 
out the new spa-like facilities at 
our Discovery Tour scheduled for 
September 15th at the hospital. 
Maybe we can get Rene to jump in 
the pool…

The Family Birthing Center is now 
offering a birthing tub….and 
gorgeous hotel-like rooms. The 
facility is already open for business 
but it will be final in November. 
Thanks to Ethel Mae Haldan who 
donated $200,000 to make this 
vision a reality. 

Our Healing Garden is under 
way thanks to the generosity of 
the Ledbetter family. Planned to be 
opened in time for the Discovery Tour 
in mid-September, the garden offers 
our patients a place for reflection 
and healing.

Dr. Nussdorfer is off to Arizona….
after hosting a rockin’ send off party, 
complete with Cool Black Kettle, he 
is moving on…though he is keeping 
his house here so who knows…don’t 
worry; our radiology department will 
be headed up by Mike Cullen.

Three Barton employees recently 
were accepted into the Lake Tahoe 
South Shore Chamber of Commerce’s 
Leadership Lake Tahoe program. The 
Barton Foundation’s own Jaime Aust 
will be joining them – Good Luck!

Community Advisor y
Committee
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Barton Healthcare has formed a Community Advisory Committee 
(CAC) to identify unmet health needs within our community. With 
only a few meetings under our belt the group is already off  to a great 
start and hopes to tackle some pretty tough issues like how to provide 
dental care to those within our community without dental insurance 
and how to deal with other growing health concerns such as obesity 
and a startlingly high suicide rate.

In addition to providing a forum for many different groups to 
collaborate and brainstorm solutions to our area’s greatest health 
concerns, the group will make a recommendation to the Barton 
Foundation on this year’s Barton Health Grant Recipients. The group 
also reviewed the nominations for the Spirit of  Philanthropy Awards.

The Committee currently consists of  seventeen members with Paul 
Killpatrick of  the LTCC serving as chair, and includes representatives 
from public works, both the Nevada and California school districts, 
Barton physicians and representatives and various non-profit agencies 
serving our community.

The Barton Buzzzz...

Saturday Evening, the fifth of December

The Montbleu Convention Center

Cocktail Reception 
Six o’clock 

Dinner 
Seven thirty

Honorees 
Ron & Francie Alling 

Ray Sidney

Live Auction 
Eight thirty

Dancing 
Black Tie

Proceeds from the 18th annual Gala will 
benefit the Community Health Endowment.



• September 11 ~ Free Quarterly Health Checks - “We Will 
Never Forget” 3 p.m. to 7 p.m. at South Lake Tahoe Airport.  
Call 530.543.5615 for more information.

• September 15 ~ Discovery Tour - Tour the new Rehabilitation 
Facility and enjoy the grand opening of The Healing Garden 
from 4:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. at Barton Memorial Hospital.  
Call 530.543.5656 for more information.

• October 28 & November 4 ~ Planned giving seminars - 
“Planned Giving for Women, the Basics and Beyond the 
Basics.” Call 530.543.5612 for more information.

• November 8 ~ Barton Auxiliary’s Holiday Faire - Refreshments 
available and famous Cheese Balls on sale at St. Theresa’s 
Catholic Church, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

• November 13 ~ Free Quarterly Health Checks - 
2 p.m. to 8 p.m. at Barton University, 1111 Emerald Bay 
Road. Call 530.543.5615 for more information.

• December 3 - 6 ~ Festival of Trees & Lights first annual event 
at MontBleu Resort & Spa. Events include, Polar Express, 
Teddy Bear Breakfast, Cheeseballs concert, The Gala and 
much more. Call 530.543.5614 for more information.

Schedule of  Events

Barton Foundation
2092 Lake Tahoe Blvd., Suite 600
South Lake Tahoe, CA 96150

Comments/Contact Info
Barton Foundation

2092 Lake Tahoe Blvd., Suite 600
South Lake Tahoe, CA 96150

530.543.5614
foundation@bartonhealth.org


