
Barton Foundation

Heartbeat
Fall 2010 Issue #3

n	 Letter from the Chairman.................2

n	 Healing Environments .....................3

n	 Helping Those Who Need it Most .....4

n	 Festival Highlights ...........................5

n	 Golf  Tournament .............................6

n	 Barton Buzz .....................................7

n	 Calendar of  Events ............ Back Page

What’s inside



Barton Foundation 
Board of Trustees

Chair
Mike Riley

Vice Chair
Julie Regan

Secretary/Treasurer
Lorraine Turner

Rich Belli 
Mary Bittner 
Star Brooks 
Karen Conant 
John Cook 
Paula Crenshaw, M.D. 
Stacy Dingman 
Patricia Ferraro, D.P.M. 
Karen Foster 
Bob Heffernan 
Brooke Hernandez 
Melissa Jester 
Ken Jillson 
Ann Jones 
Greg Klick 
Tim Maland 
Linda McCall 
Michael McLaughlin 
Ryan Ritchie 
Sean Sweeney 
John Williams 
Rob Wirth

Foundation Staff:
Kindle Craig, 
   Executive Director 
Jaime Aust, 
   Foundation Coordinator 
Denise Earls, 
   Administrative Assistant

Well, it’s finally summer in Tahoe, the long 
days and great weather that make our long 
winters worthwhile. The town looks busy 
and businesses are reporting positive results 
so things are starting to look up! 

Unfortunately, I’m sure that “one or two good 
seasons” are not enough to turn our local 
economy around. We’ve been hard hit by 
this recession and many in our town will 
continue to be in need for years to come. 

The good news is that change is in the air – there is a lot happening 
due to the efforts of  our non-profits, government agencies, community 
members, and area businesses. Every day you open up the paper and 
there is an article about the Prosperity Plan that will provide a strategic 
economic framework for the entire Lake Tahoe Basin, a non-profit that 
is sponsoring an event to raise money to help those in need, or an area 
business that is spearheading an initiative that benefits us all.

I’m proud to say that Barton Health and the Barton Foundation are 
actively engaged in rebuilding our community. We’re working to provide 
healthcare to everyone in our service area and to helping those in need 
receive the care they desperately desire and deserve. 

As a community we are as generous as they come. We look out for our 
own and we are continually working to make our community a better 
and healthier place to live. On behalf  of  the Barton Foundation Board 
of  Trustees, thank you for your past and your future support of  Barton 
Health and the care that we provide to our community.

Mike Riley 
Chairman, Board of  Trustees 
Barton Foundation

Chair man
A letter from the
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The Barton Foundation will once again be partnering with the Parasol 
Community Foundation and the Lake Tahoe Community College 
Foundation to deliver an informational seminar to educate our 
community about financial planning, the economy, and the tax benefits 
of  charitable giving. The fourth seminar in our series takes us back to 
basics and is appropriate for anyone who wants to know what they 
should be doing today to plan for their future. Wednesday, October 13, 
from 5:30-7:00 p.m., Lake Tahoe Community College Board Room. 
Please call 530-541-4660 x 245 to register.

Planning for your

Future



The Skilled Nursing Facility at Barton Memorial Hospital is home to 
41 full-time elderly and rehabilitation residents who now can enjoy 
the gardens right outside their doors. Not only are they adjacent to the 
Ledbetter Healing Garden, but they can now take even more pleasure 
in their back patio with the addition of  a shade canopy, bird feeders for 
every resident window, and some new flowering containers all funded by 
the Barton Foundation. 

According to the Skilled Nursing Facility Staff  they’ve already celebrated 
with a BBQ on the 4th of  July and another one is planned for Hot August Nights.

“These residents are our community members and many will continue to be full time residents of  the 
hospital,” said Melissa Jester, Barton Foundation Board Member, “they deserve a beautiful place to 
rest, relax and enjoy their surroundings.” 

Birds chirping, water rushing down a waterfall, dappled light, beautiful trees and greenery, meandering paths, 
benches to relax on and enjoy all that life has to offer. Thanks to the Ledbetter Family, everyone who visits 
Barton Memorial Hospital can now take pleasure in the new 
Ledbetter Healing Garden. 

Dedicated last September with a simple family ceremony and a 
prayer read by Father Grace, the Garden is now a healing place 
for all to visit and reflect. The Garden features a lovely waterfall 
framed by a specimen pine, a rock labyrinth, gorgeous plants and 
trees, and an engraved rock to forever honor this special family 
that has such a long history at the Lake and the hospital.
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Healing	 environments	 featuring	 art	 and	 relaxing	 colors	
and	sounds	have	been	proven	to	rejuvenate	patients	and	
caregivers	alike.	 Healing	 Design	 has	 been	 a	 key	 project	
for	the	Barton	Foundation	and	you	can	see	evidence	of		
Foundation-funded	 projects	 throughout	 the	 hospital	 in	
our	choice	of	healing	colors	and	textures,	the	Care	Channel	
that	is	available	in	every	patient	room,	and	the	beautiful	art	
that	adorns	our	walls.	If	you	are	interested	in	supporting	the	
Foundation’s	 Healing	 Design	 Fund	 or	 would	 like	 to	 learn	
more	about	these	projects	please	contact	the	Foundation	
at	530-543-5909.

Ledbetter Healing Garden at Barton Memorial Hospital

Community
Birds, Blooms and BBQs

Healing Environments

Philanthropy



Helping Those Who Need it Most
alking into the 
Barton Community 
Clinic the first thing 
you notice is the 
waiting room; it’s 
crowded, hot, and 

outdated. As a patient the next thing you notice 
is the wait – the current Clinic building just 
wasn’t designed to meet the overwhelming needs 
of  our community – and with healthcare reform 
these needs are only expected to grow.

The Barton Community Clinic has experienced 
a 16% increase in patient volumes in the past 
couple of  years and is now seeing 19,200 patients 
annually, 1,600 each month, and 60-80 patients 
every day. The volume is largely due to the 
recession and the 16% unemployment rate in 
South Lake Tahoe. 

The Clinic is our community safety net, 
providing health care to a service area that spans 
at least 4 counties. Our patients are typically the 
poor or uninsured in our community and they 
pay what they can afford – all care is provided 
on a sliding scale. A visit with a physician or 

practitioner can cost as little as $1. 

To better meet the demands of  our community, 
Barton Health is planning an $800,000 expansion 
to be completed by the Spring of  2012. The 
new building will include 10 additional patient 
examination rooms, more bathrooms, storage, 
a bigger lab space, and an expanded waiting 
room. The new facility will allow for a more 
comfortable patient experience and a more 
efficient flow, allowing the Clinic to see more 
patients each day.

After careful consideration, the Barton 
Foundation has once again selected the Barton 
Community Clinic as this year’s recipient of  
proceeds raised from the Festival of  Trees and 
Lights. 

Through a combination of  hospital system 
reserves and philanthropic support from local 
businesses, foundations, organizations, and 
individuals who recognize the importance 
of  providing health care to everyone in our 
community, this project is expected to be fully 
funded and implemented on schedule. But we 
still need the help of  our community.  
 

If  you would like to learn more about this 
project or make a pledge of  support, please 
contact the Barton Foundation at  
530-543-5909.

W
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Helping Those Who Need it Most

It’s always the “most wonderful time of  the year” 
at the Barton Foundation as we busily plan for 
Barton Health’s Festival of  Trees and Lights. 
In our second year, the Festival, December 
3-5, 2010, will be even more magical with the 
addition of  new events, more holiday-focused 
entertainment, more designer-decorated trees, 
and well, just more!

New to this year’s event, we will host a Signature 
Cocktail Contest. Ketel One and Riva Grill have 
generously agreed to sponsor the contest, which 
takes place on Wednesday, September 8 from  
6-8 p.m. at Riva Grill. Local bartenders are 
invited to create a unique concoction using Ketel 
One as their main ingredient. The cocktails will 
be judged by a panel. The winning drink will 
be served to the guests at our 19th annual Gala. 
Tickets are on sale now at  
www.festivaloftreeslaketahoe.org/tickets or by 
calling 530-543-5909.

Festival Highlights:
Holiday crafts will be expanded to include at 

least 3 different crafts available at any one time 
and the introduction of  the “craft passport,” 
which when completed, gives kids the chance to 
participate in a drawing for free prizes. 

Family Night on Friday, December 3 will 
offer $20 family admission including a Santa 
photo, cookies, cocoa, and great entertainment.

Kids are sure to enjoy our Teddy Bear 
Hospital where they accompany their keepsake 
teddy bear to the ER where they are admitted, 
diagnosed, and healed by Barton nurses, doctors, 
and staff.

Sunday, December 5 will showcase our first 
ever Fashions in a Winter Wonderland Brunch 
and Fashion Show where guests will preview 
holiday and resort attire as well as the latest looks 
for the slopes. 

The ever-popular Polar Express event will be 
moved to Sunday night, December 5 and 
has expanded to include two departure 
times 3 p.m. and 6 p.m.

Tickets for the December Festival events 
go on sale Monday, November 8. Festival 
Tickets are available at the door. If  you 
would like to participate on one of  our 
committees, volunteer at the Festival, or 
become an event sponsor, call Denise 
Earls at the Foundation Office  
530-543-5909.

Visit us online! www.festivaloftreeslaketahoe.com

Kickoff to the Holiday Season



On July 23, the 16th annual Barton Foundation 
Golf  Tournament at Genoa Lakes raised more than 
$41,000 with proceeds benefitting the Community 
Health Endowment. The day was perfect, except for 
the mosquitoes, for the tournament, which drew 125 
golfers.

Carson Valley Medical Center’s own Dr. Evan Easley 
helped his team take the trophy with a score of  58. 
The team also included Bruce Sawyer, Mike Grim 
and Ron Knecht. 

Other prizes given away included: Closest to the Pin 
Linda Thompson (women) and Dave Huber (men); 
and Longest Drive Morgan Murphy (women) and 
John Carlson (men).

We appreciate our major sponsors Genoa Lakes 
Golf  Club, Davis Wright Tremaine, LLC, Northstar 

Financial Partners, RelayHealth, 
Charter Business, Carter-Kelly, 
Inc, Lincoln Financial Advisors, 
Western Sign Company, Benefit 
Intelligence Services, Inc., and 

makeitright for their generous support. In addition, 
we would be remiss if  we didn’t thank our 2010 
Golf  Committee, Dennis Cocking who served as our 
Committee Chair, and all of  the volunteers that make 
this event such a great success. Hope you can join us 
on the green again next year!

The seventh annual Barton Foundation Wine Tasting and Auction, held 
June 2 at Edgewood Tahoe, raised more than $26,000 for the Foundation’s 
Community Health Endowment. Trefethen Family Vineyards shared their 
signature wines with the crowd and Tahoe’s own Nicholas Varzos led the 
lively auction. This year’s event featured our highest grossing silent auction 
to date and the average sale price for live auction items was more than 100 
percent of  the value, our best average yet.

We are extremely appreciative of  everyone who supported this year’s event, 
especially given the tough economic times. Thanks to the generosity of  our 
guests, sponsors, Edgewood Tahoe and Trefethen, the event was once again 
“one to remember.” Finally, without the help of  our Wine Committee, chair, 
JP Lonergan, and our fabulous volunteers the event would not have been 
possible. Thank you!

Wine Auction

Golf  Tour nament

Our first place team poses for a photo on the 10th Hole.
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Congratulations 
to Guy Lease on 
becoming chairman 
of the board and 
to Chuck Sharer, 
Barton board 
member on his new 
position at Edgewood. Sharer was 
recently named president and CEO 
of Edgewood Companies. 

Dr. Jean Makris – 2009 Doctor of 
the year – is joining Barton Family 
Medicine Sept. 1 and Emerald Bay 
Center for Women’s Health which 
includes Dr. Kelly Shanahan and 
Dr. Michael Enrico became part of 
the Barton Health family August 1st. 
Welcome aboard!

A very warm welcome to Dr. Welker 
who recently joined our team of 
surgeons. Besides a great bedside 
manner, he has a mean swing - 
he’s already played in our Golf 
Tournament!

Change is in the air. The Board of 
Trustees bids a fond farewell and 
thank you to Garth Alling and 
Marianne Bennett for their service to 
our community and welcomes new 
Trustees – Ken Jillson, Greg Klick, 
Tim Maland, Linda McCall, and Rob 
Wirth.

Congratulations to Dr. Brooks Martin 
– 2010 Physician of the Year.

The Barton Café was again named 
Best Place to get a Meal under $5 
in the Tahoe Daily Tribune poll. 
Congratulations to Pat Fountain and 
team.

Welcome back to Ryan Ritchie who 
spent the last year and a half in 
England attending City University’s 
Cass Business School getting his MSC 
in Investment Management.

And last, but certainly not least, 
congratulations to 
Ann and Doug Jones 
on the marriage of 
their third son!
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The Barton Auxiliary began as a women’s Auxiliary in 1960 to 
help raise funds to build a hospital here in South Lake Tahoe. 
This September marks the Auxiliary’s silver anniversary and they 
are planning to celebrate in style! Two celebrations will be held 
to commemorate the Auxiliary’s service to the community. The 
Barton Auxiliary will celebrate at their quarterly member 
luncheon on September 13th. On September 
20th, there will be a “50 years” 
luncheon at Edgewood 
Tahoe. The cost is $100 
per person; for more 
information, call Patty 
Olson at 530-544-2449.

The Barton Buzzzz...

Si lver  Anniversar y
Barton Auxiliary Celebrates its



• September 8 ~ Signature Cocktail Contest 6-8p.m. at Riva 
Grill. $20 per person before September 5; $25 at the door. 
Call 530.543.5909 for more information.

• October 13 ~ Planned giving seminar - The basics of financial 
planning for your future.  
Call 530.541.4660 x 245 to register.

• November 5 ~ Philanthropy Day Luncheon - 11:30a.m.-2p.m. 
at Riva Grill $20 per person. Barton Health Grants will be 
distributed and the Spirit of Philanthropy award winner will 
be announced. Call 530.543.5909 for more information.

• November 7 ~ Barton Auxiliary’s Holiday Faire - Refreshments 
available and famous Cheese Balls on sale at St. Theresa’s 
Catholic Church, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Call Marlene at 530.543.3378 for more information.

• December 3 - 5 ~ Festival of Trees & Lights second annual 
event at MontBleu Resort Casino & Spa. Events include, 
Family Night, Polar Express, Teddy Bear Breakfast, 
Champagne Brunch & Fashion Show, The Gala and much 
more. Call 530.543.5909 for more information.

Schedule of Events
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