
Schedule of Events 
September 8 — Lake Tahoe Lifestyle Festival — 10AM-
4PM — Bijou Community Park 

September 13 — 3rd Annual Cocktail Contest —5 :30-
8:00 PM — Riva Grill 

October 26 — Philanthropy Day Luncheon — Call 530-
543-5909 for more information. 

November 4 — Auxiliary cheese balls on sale — St. The-
resa’s 9AM-3PM 

Barton Memorial Hospital Foundation 
2092 Lake Tahoe Blvd. Suite 600 
South Lake Tahoe, CA 96150 

 

November 7 — Auxiliary cheese balls on sale — Barton Me-
morial Hospital — 10AM-1PM 

November 15 — Auxiliary cheese balls on sale — Carson 
Valley Medical Center — 10AM-12PM 

November 29-December 2 — 4th annual Lake Tahoe Festi-
val of Trees and Lights featuring Santa, gift shop, Auxiliary 
cheese balls, and much more! — Montbleu Resort Casino 
& Spa 

December 1 — 21st annual Gala honoring Dr. Paul Fry, II —
Montbleu Resort Casino & Spa 

Contact Us! 

Barton Foundation 

530-543-5909 

foundation@bartonhealth.org 
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sions on how to best ad-
dress those needs. The re-
sults will be shared via a 
website this fall and Barton 
Public Relations will be 
sharing the data with area 
agencies. 

Did you recently partici-
pate in a phone survey on 
your health? If so, we want 
to say “thank you”. More 
than 400 people participat-
ed in the survey, which 
was used to compile Bar-

ton’s Communi-
ty Health Needs 
Assessment (CHNA). The 
data will be used to identi-
fy unmet health needs in 
our service area and help 
us to make  informed deci-
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Barton Community Clinic Ceremonial Groundbreaking. Pictured left to 
right: are Barton executives; Sharon Bishop, Clinic Manager; Rich Belli, 
Facilities and Construction Manager; Kindle Craig, Foundation Director; 
John Williams, CEO. 

A Ground Breaking Event 

Heartbeat

It’s Barton Calling… 

Demand isn’t expected to decrease much as the local 
economy improves. In fact, there may be an increase 
as the Affordable Care Act will insure many more 

And we’re off! 

Construction on the Barton 
Community Clinic started in 
June and will be completed 
next year. 

Thanks to the support of the 
community, the Barton Foun-
dation and the Barton Auxil-
iary were able to raise the 
majority of the funds needed 
to complete the $1.5 million 
remodel to make the space 
more efficient and patient 
friendly. 

The clinic primarily serves 
uninsured, low-income, and 
patients who are insured but 
have high deductibles. As 
you would expect, since 2009 
the demand for services at 
the clinic has increased to a 
steady stream of 350-400 pa-
tients each week.  

people giving them access to health services they 
couldn’t afford before.  

In anticipation of this de-
mand, the building will prac-
tically double in size from the 
existing 4,400 square foot 
space to 7,000 square feet. 
The new space will also al-
low us to better manage the 
many primary care, specialty, 
and telemedicine consulta-
tions that our patients require 
while allowing our staff to 
better meet the heightened 
patient privacy standards 
that are required in 
healthcare today.  

(Continued on page 3) 
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Dear Fellow Community Members,  

We are in the midst of incredible changes in the 
healthcare industry. With healthcare reform in full 
swing and an economy that continues to struggle, Bar-
ton Health is wrestling with many unknowns. But as 
President John F. Kennedy once said, “Time and the 
world do not stand still. Change is the law of life. And 
those who look only to the past or the present are cer-
tain to miss the future.” 

We have a world of tremendous possibilities ahead for the community and philan-
thropy will play an even more vital role than in decades past. We are so grateful 
for your support and hope you will continue keeping the Foundation close to your 
heart.  

And speaking of heartfelt matters, we’re proud to honor our 2012 Spirit of Philan-
thropy Award winner Dr. Paul Fry, II. Dr. Fry is a local legend who has served the 
health of our Tahoe community for more than 45 years. We hope you can join us to 
honor Dr. Fry’s extraordinary service at The Gala on Dec. 1. 

The Barton Community Clinic broke ground in June and will be ready to serve our 
community in 2013. Thank you for your contributions to the Foundation which 
enabled us to support the healthcare needs of those members of our community 
who need it the most.  

Don’t let summer slip by without enjoying the beauty of Lake Tahoe! 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Julie W. Regan, 

Chair, Foundation Board of Trustees 

  

Every day we’re moving closer to 
achieving our vision:  

“To positively impact the health of every-
one in our community by providing the 
financial resources necessary to fulfill Bar-
ton Health’s mission." 

 Get Involved! 

Join a committee 

Call Natalie at  

543-5909 
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osynthesefragen, is an organization formed to conduct 
research in bone healing, with particular reference to the 
influence of the mechanical environment of the fracture 
upon its healing pattern. Dr. Fry was a frequent visitor to 
the Lake Tahoe area while Barton Memorial Hospital was 

under construction. 
When he completed his 
military career in 1964, 
he moved his family to 
South Lake Tahoe and 
opened Tahoe Fracture 
Clinic. The practice 
grew rapidly and he 
partnered with doctors 
Steadman, Watson, 
Tapper and Swanson. 
Through their labors, 
Barton Hospital grew, 
and the Tahoe Fracture 
Clinic and South Lake 
Tahoe area became 
known for quality med-
ical care. Other partners 
were added to include 
doctors Orr, Southard, 
Banner, and Dr. Fry’s 

two sons, Paul and Michael.  

Other accomplishments of Dr. Fry include organizing for-
mal medical coverage for the U.S. Ski Team with Doctor 
Steadman and the late Bob Oden of Aspen, Colorado.  

Dr. Fry would not have accomplished so much without 
the loving support of his wife, Dolores (Dee). They cele-
brated 53 years of marriage before she passed away in 
January 2008. Together they raised five sons and one 
daughter and are blessed with 23 grandchildren and three 
great grandchildren.  

Dr. Fry is an active member of the American Academy of 
Orthopedic Surgeons, Fellow American College of Sur-
geons, North American Spine Society, Sacramento Medi-
cal Society and the California Medical Association.  

Dr. Fry currently enjoys spending his free time fishing, 
visiting his children and grandchildren, hanging out at 
his ranch in Topaz, and expanding his mind by attending 
conferences such as the Aspen Institute.  

 

Spirit of Philanthropy Award 
Distinction goes to one of South Tahoe’s pioneers—Dr. Paul “Papa” Fry II 

Dr. Paul Fry II will be honored December 1st at the Barton Foun-
dation’s 21st annual Gala with the Spirit of Philanthropy Award. 
Dr. Fry has been an orthopedic surgeon in Lake Tahoe and the 
Carson Valley for more than 45 years. Additionally he has been a 
long-time supporter of the Barton Foundation, and currently 
serves on the Board of 
Directors for both Bar-
ton Health and Carson 
Valley Medical Center. 

Dr. Fry is an active phy-
sician at Barton Memori-
al Hospital. Though no 
longer practicing full-
time, he assists his son, 
Dr. Michael Fry, in sur-
gery every Thursday 
and provides pro-bono 
orthopedic services at 
the Barton Community 
Clinic once a month. 

A dedicated volunteer, 
Dr. Fry has consistently 
supported sports pro-
grams at South Tahoe 
High School and partici-
pated in orthopedics 
overseas, providing medical care in Africa, Asia and Central and 
South America.  

Dr. Fry was born in Dixon, Illinois, one of three children. After 
high school, he attended the University of Notre Dame earning his 
Bachelor of Science in premedical studies. He received his medical 
degree from the University of Illinois, Chicago and did his intern-
ship at Cook County Hospital Chicago and began a residency in 
general surgery.  

To fulfill his military requirements, he entered Public Health Ser-
vice and was stationed in Ohio. He then entered the field of ortho-
pedics and spent the next four years in San Francisco before going 
to Tulane University and other assignments throughout the South.  

After completing his residency, he was transferred to San Francis-
co, where he became chief of orthopedics at the Presidio’s Public 
Health Hospital. He also developed a relationship with the Uni-
versity of San Francisco and became one of the first AO teaching 
faculty members, introducing modern fracture implants and 
equipment to the west coast. AO or Arbeitsgemeinschaft für Oste-
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The Foundation has made patient satisfaction and safety top 
priorities. Because of your support, we were able to fund the 
following projects so far this year: 

• The remodel of the Neal Olson Playroom  

• The remodel of the 2nd floor waiting room 

• Gallery wall adjacent to the Skilled Nursing Facility 

• 6 children to attend Camp Buck Diabetes Camp 

• Camp Sunrise Bereavement Camp 

• Community pantry for LTCC nutritional cooking classes 

• Education for Hospice Staff 

• Hospice Electronic Medical Record (EMR) Software 

• Teen and adult grief groups 

• Tables and chairs for the Skilled Nursing Facility 

• Software for Speech Therapy 

• Dental varnish for Zephyr Cove Elementary School 

Your Donations at Work 
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Geneva Esquivel gives Sylvester a touch up. The colorful mural is adja-
cent to the children’s playground outside the Neal Olson Playroom. 

• Pediatric patient activity kits 

Total expenditures year to date are nearly $144,000. In addi-
tion, the Barton Foundation has pledged $25,000 to fund 
community programs through Barton Health grants which 
will be awarded in October at our annual Philanthropy Day 
luncheon. Barton Health departmental requests for funding 
will be reviewed and approved in September. 

The Barton Foundation’s Camp Sun-
rise, Bereavement Camp, had another 
successful year—no rain and thanks 
to the warm weather the butterflies 
that are released on the final day flew!  

Camp Sunrise is completely funded 
by donations to the Barton Founda-
tion and staffed by Barton’s hospice 
staff and volunteers. The camp is of-
fered free each year to local children 7
-14 who have lost a loved one.  

Campfires & Butterflies 

proceeds from the Lake Tahoe Festival 
of Trees and Lights and the fund a need 
appeal at The Gala. This project was 
made possible due to the generosity of 
our donors.  

Thank you. 

 

Most importantly, these improvements 
will allow us to better meet the needs of 
our community and provide the very best 
patient care. 

“We are literally doing paperwork and 
patient calls in the hallways,” said Sharon 
Bishop, Clinic Practice Manager. “Some of 
our exam rooms have curtains, not doors, 
the space was never intended to serve so 
many patients.  

(Continued from page 1) The new space will allow us to be 
more efficient and better meet our 
patients’ needs.”  

Barton has operated the clinic since 
1995 and provides primary and spe-
cialty care to patients on a sliding 
scale based on ability to pay. The clin-
ic operates at a loss of about $1 mil-
lion each year. 

The Barton Foundation’s contribution 
to the clinic expansion was funded by 
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After a bit of a scare, The Barton Foun-
dation’s 18th annual Golf Tournament 
at Genoa Lakes’ Resort Course turned 
out perfectly. Just weeks earlier we 
learned that the Lakes course might 
not open - so the committee decided to 
try something new! 

We definitely made the right decision. 
With 98 golfers, this tournament was a 
huge success raising nearly $15,000 for 

the Barton Community Health Endow-
ment. Congratulations to Michelle Mur-
phy, Morgan Murphy, Chris Mann and 
John Urrutia for being the winning team 
with a score of 58.   

Morgan Murphy, a golf star in her own 

For the second year Barton sponsored 
six local children to attend the Neva-
da Diabetes Association’s Camp Buck 
this August in Portola, CA. The camp 
aims to build confidence and educate 
on the disease. The experience pro-
vides a positive impact to the campers 
and their families. 

For more information about either 
camp or to become a sponsor, please 
contact the Barton Foundation at 530-
543-5909. 

Top: Each year Camp Sunrise campers release 
butterflies as a symbol of transformation. Bottom: 
The winning foursome at the Golf Tournament. 

Day on the Green 

right won the women’s longest drive for 
the 4th year in a row and Brooke Her-
nandez won closest to the hole for 
women.  Brian Springer won both the 
longest drive and closest to the hole for 
men.   

Thank you to all the Barton employees, 
volunteers and sponsors who support-
ed the Foundation, you all got a hole-in-
one in our book! 

This project was made 

possible due to the 

generosity of our donors.  



As a decorated officer in the U.S. Air 
Force, Dr. Welker and his family, 
have lived all over the world Italy, 
Qatar, Germany and in more than 
seven U.S. states. 

As you can imagine each of these ex-
periences provided not only an op-
portunity to hone his craft as a sur-
geon but to learn about other cultures 
and to develop new interests. His in-
satiable appetite for learning is what 
first attracted Dr. Welker to his new-
est passion: The da Vinci robot. 

Dr. Welker has already done more 
than 35 operations using the robot 
everything from gallbladders to her-
nias and especially likes the single 
incision operations, which make Bar-
ton a leading center for this type of 
surgery nationwide. 

“The precision and dexterity of the da 
Vinci is unmatched; it brings a whole 
new level of quality to all the operations I 
do with it.” 

This precision allows patients to re-
cover faster from surgery as it is less 
invasive. Dr. Welker is very proud of 
the fact that Barton is a leading center 
for these single site operations and 
may eventually become a training 
center for these procedures. 

This love for precision spills over into 
his personal passions too. Baking, 
automobiles, and now that he has 
landed here in Tahoe - Golf.  

Always a baker, (many of you know 
he is famous for his pies which have 
sold for up to $3,000 at The Gala) Dr. 
Welker was delighted when their 
home in Aviano, Italy had its own 
pizza oven in the backyard. 

“We started cooking with it, and once 
you have made your own pizza, there 

is no going back,” said Welker. Therefore 
when he and wife Kim purchased their 
home here in Tahoe one of the first 
things they did was have a pizza oven 
installed. 

Dr. Welker’s most recent mechanical ob-
session, besides the da Vinci, is his all-
electric Active E BMW, which is gov-
erned at 90 miles an hour but theoretical-
ly could go up to 150 miles per hour.  

“I'm trying to help promote alternative 
vehicles,” said Welker.  “But once I drove 
the car, I was thrilled.  Not only do I have 
a very cool car that is a blast to drive, but 
it never needs gas, and I save $10K a year 
on fuel.” 

Dr. Welker’s drive extends to helping 
others in need, in 2010 when he heard 
about the earthquake in Haiti he quickly 
signed up to help doing whatever he 
could—from surgery to primary care—to 
benefit those hardest hit by the tragedy. 

“It was a humbling and uplifting experi-
ence,” said Welker. “I left with immense 
sorrow at the magnitude of the unmet 
need, but a small sense of accomplish-
ment for the contribution I was able to 
make.” 

Dr. Welker’s  greatest joy is his family; 
wife Kim (a member of the Barton Foun-
dation’s Board of Trustees), daughter 
Olivia a sophomore at the University of 
Washington, and son  Bennett, a senior at 
Columbia University who just completed 
his degree in physics and is about to pur-
sue a second degree in Mechanical Engi-
neering.  

“I am so fortunate to have such a great 
family, to do what I love, and I'm very 
grateful to have been welcomed to this 
organization and the community we 
serve, “ said Welker. 
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Renaissance Man 
Since coming on board just over two years ago, Dr. Welker has certainly 
made his mark as a surgeon; but getting to know him is like peeling an  
onion or baking a pie... 

healthcare access for its patients and to 
those in other rural communities.  

"You are making a powerful contribu-
tion to harness the power of technology 
in providing healthcare," said Julius 
Genachowski, Chairman of the Federal 
Communications Commission.   

Barton hopes to be able to expand its 
services in the future with the support 
of the FCC.  

The chairman of the Federal Com-
munications Commission (FCC), 
Julius Genachowski, and Wireline 
Competition Bureau Deputy Chief, 
Carol Mattey, visited Barton Me-
morial Hospital on Monday,  
July 30.  

Genachowski and his team arrived 
at Barton to observe best practices 
in telemedicine and how Barton 
has implemented and utilized funds 
from the FCC for the Rural Health 
Care Pilot Program (RHCPP) 
through their telehealth program.  

Ann Truscott, Barton Telemedicine 
Coordinator, gave a brief and in-
formative presentation to the chair-
man and the group, followed by a 
question and answer session. The 
chairman also participated in a 
“mock” consultation with a physician 
located at UC San Diego through a 
telehealth video monitor.   

Barton has made significant progress 
in telemedicine, providing patients 
access to specialties such as cardiolo-
gy, endocrinology, infectious disease, 
dermatology, adult psychiatry and 
neurology.  By providing these spe-
cialties to patients via telehealth, the 
healthcare system has provided an 

average of 75 patients a month cost 
and time-effective alternatives to see-
ing physicians outside of the Basin.  

In August 2011, ACCEL (Access El 
Dorado) received more than $300,000 
in telemedicine equipment across five 
agencies. Barton was chosen as the 
lead agency partner for ACCEL and 
received three telemedicine carts, as 
well as a dual monitor computer to 
support its telehealth efforts.  

Using a multi-disciplinary leadership 
group called the “Telehealth for Ta-
hoe Task Force” to guide and advance 
its telehealth efforts, Barton hopes to 
export specialty services to distant 
medical facilities, and expand its 
medical specialties, improving 

More and more consumers are 
using online resources to find 
out how their healthcare pro-
viders compare to others local-
ly and nationwide. As men-
tioned in a previous issue, under Value Based 
Purchasing; a portion of Medicare’s reim-
bursement to providers will be based on how 

well they meet benchmarks for pa-
tient satisfaction and core safety 
measures.  

Hospital rating sites such as hospi-
talcompare.hhs.gov and consum-
erreports.org offer information to 
help you make decisions about 

where to go for health care. This transpar-
ency also encourages hospitals to improve 
the quality of care that we provide. 

“You are making a powerful 

contribution to harness the 

power of technology in 

providing healthcare.” 

 

 

FCC Visits Barton: Recognition of Leadership in Telemedicine 

The large group gathered in Barton’s Board Room. FCC Chairman Julius Genachowski is pictured to the right of the 
telemedicine monitor. Barton Telemedicine Coordinator Ann Truscott is pictured to the left of the screen.  

Consumer Reports 
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We are happy to report that Barton 
Health is doing well when com-
pared to other area hospitals and is 
on par with providers in California 
and across the nation.  

As you know, Barton has been put-
ting great effort into both of these 
areas—it’s nice to see our efforts are 
making a difference.  


